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created body, the Legion, took part, is owed in large part to
the opportune political actions which preceded them."
On the 4th of May, the Legionnaires, under the command
of Franco, were serving in the column of Sanjurjo.ic We are
downcast," said the Major, " because we are not in the van-
guard/' The enemy made known their presence and the
Legionnaires answered the first shots with cries of " Long
live Spain!" and*'Long live the Legion!" Two fell wounded.
On the following day the Banner stationed themselves in
the shadow of the blockhouse of Miskrela. With honest
envy the Legionnaires watched the guerrillas of the Regulars
advance. At the end of the operations the city was left free
of enemy pressure. The First and Third Banners were left
as a garrison in Xauen.
The days spent there were a constant school of war. On
May 24 the First Banner left to take part in the campaign
of Beni-Aros, which was to put an end to the Raisuni, nerve
of all the rebellion in the western zone. Franco and his
Legionnaires arrived at Zoco del Arbaa, and in conjunction
with the column of Sanjurjo, took part in the operations of
Beni-Lait.
"Our hope of being in the vanguard," wrote Franco,
"is being disillusioned, and the officers march sadly and
pensively. We have trained our soldiers to serve in the most
dangerous posts,, and for this also were gathered under these
Banners a group of enthusiastic and determined officers.
The soldiers seem to share in our disappointment, and they
mount in silence the slopes of Beni-Lait, up to now the
hiding place of enemy snipers."
And Franco's lamentation because they were kept from
the honour of being in the vanguard continued. "This is too
much. We did not come to Morocco a second time for this,"
muttered one officer. "No one is satisfied. Great chagrin can
be noted on the countenance of our commanding: officer.